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"It is said he was always a pee- 
vish inmate — This is possible, do 
was Lawrence Sterne, so was Torqua- 
to Tasso, so was J. J. Rousseau — 
But Thoma* Paine, as a visiting ac- 
quaintance, and as a literary friend, 
the only points of view in which I 
knew him, was one of the most in- 
structive men 1 have ever known. 
He had a surprising memory, and a 
brilliant fancy; his mind was a 
storehouse of facts, and useful ob- 
servations; he was full of livelv an- 
ecdote, and of ingenious, original/ 
pertinent remark upon almost every 
subject. 

" He was a'ways charitable to the 
poor, beyond his means, a sure pro- 
tector and friend to all Americans in 
distress, that he found in foreign 
countries. And he had frequent oc- 
casions to exert his influence in pro- 
tecting them during the revolution 
in France. His writings will an- 
swer for his patriotism, and his en- 
tire devotion to what he conceived 
to be the best interest and happi- 
ness of mankind. 

" This, sir, is all I have to remark 
on the subject you mention ; — now I 
have only one request to make, and 
that would doubtless seem ' imperti- 
nent were you not the Editor of a 
newspaper; it is, that you will not 
publish my letter, nor permit a copy 
of it to be taken. 

" I am, Sir, &c. 
" (Signed) joel barlow." 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

AT page 469, of the 4th vol. of 
this magazine, a copy of the 
Christians' Petition, presented to the 
house of Commons on June 8th, 
1810, was communicated. Another 
petition was presented from a num- 
ber of persons, all, with one excep- 
tion, members of the Church of 
England. The prayer of both pe- 
titions was for the removal of all re- 



strictions on the absolute liberty of 
conscience respecting religion, as 
the unalienable right of all men, so 
that disabilities, whether affecting 
Catholics or Protestant Dissenters of 
all denominations, should be re. 
moved. There has been no further 
procedure in the business, proba- 
bly from the consideration that the 
times are not yet propitious to the 
further prosecution of this business, 
or that matters are not in a state of 
sufficient maturity. The following 
essay, from the pen of the worthy 
promoter, and first proposer of this 
plan, is well deserving of the atten- 
tion of the friends of religious liber- 
ty, as well for the developement of 
the plan of the petitioners, as for 
the display of sound sentiments on 
this momentous and highly interest- 
ing subject. 



AN APOLOGY FOR THE PETITIONERS 
FOR LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE; BY 
THE KEV. CHRISTOPHER WYV1LL*. 

The petitioners for liberty of con^ 
science are aware, that they, will 
have to encounter many inveterate 
prejudices, and much opposition 
from men as honest as themselves, 
against the novelty of their propo- 
sition. From the violence of en- 
thusiasts in different quarters; they 
expect the utmost annoyance of an. 
angry contest; from men addicted 
to the maxims of a worldly policy, 
they foresee a more calm and de- 
cent, but not a less determined re> 
sistence. And from the great au- 
thorities in church and state, ad- 
mitting some most generous excep- 
tions, which justly claim in a pecu- 
liar degree their admiration and gra. 
titude, the petitioners fear there is 
no rational hope of support. On 
the contrary, their decided hostility 

* The author is a clergyman of the 
Church of England, well known for his 
zeal in the cause of civil and religious 
liberty. 



